YOLO OR CARPE DIEM?
RETFRERIEEST ?

Most people have heard the acronym “YOLO”
thrown around for the past couple of years. It
stands for “you only live once.” Pop stars and
celebrities have made it a catchphrase to promote
doing crazy things or taking risks because, hey,
“You only live once!”

It’s an attractive thought. Why worry about the
future? Why subscribe to having to answer for
decisions we make when we can pretend it all
doesn’t matter anyway? Why can’t we only be
concerned about what makes us happy right now?
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Well, when you get older, you
realize that life doesn’t work like
that, and you start having to pay
for the decisions you made
earlier. In most cases, those who
live life with that motto begin
wishing they had thought about
the long term a bit sooner.
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Since we only have one life, what do we want to do with
it? What do we want to be remembered for? What would
be a life that we can look back at and be proud of?

The well-known saying “Carpe Diem” (Latin for “seize the
day”) has a positive feel to it. It’s the same rationale that
you only live once, but rather than taking it as a reason to
do crazy things, ignore consequences, and live for the
now, it means to go further, to do more, and to not waste
time.
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Life is made up of lots of days. Some will be fun and chilled, while others will be hard work. Think of
Olympic gold medalists. The day that they compete and win will go down in history, and | bet it will
remain as one of the best days of their lives. But to get there, it takes years of training, hard work, and
focus. Think of your favorite musician playing to a massive audience. Again, they only got there
through countless days of faithful practice, rehearsals, and playing for anyone who would listen until
they got their big break.

NERHRZ HFHNM. A
e H P RONA SRR AR, T
R R A AR, A4
BN RisxieMeEE, il
SR IR LI A RGN B2
it i H BT R X — R A%
AN R H T
o Al T BEA R,
Al Ie 7 V2 I H i, R
TAFAEE T2 . AH—R80R
B IR B BB R R AE — K BEM AR
TR 298, ARATT D8 Dy A8 3t
Zr>) . HEELL, R4 i
E%%A%ﬁﬁ,%%~$&




The prodigal son believed you only live
once. He didn’t want to wait for his
inheritance. He wanted to party and have
fun now. He pestered his father for his
share of his inheritance and then
immediately “set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild
living.” I’'m sure he had a fabulous time ...
until the money ran out, and with it, all his
so-called “friends.” They left him in rags,
begging for food, when he had nothing
left.
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All of the choices we make have
consequences—from little things like
eating vegetables, to studying and
working hard toward a goal, etc.
Understanding that now can help
you make wise decisions and have
something wonderful to show for it
at the end of your days.

Don’t let life pass you by. Make the
most of it so that you can look back
and be encouraged by what you’ve
accomplished.
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