| I
The First Christmas
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God, the great Creator, is a Spirit. He is all-powerful, all-knowing,
everywhere and in everything—far beyond our limited human
comprehension. So He sent Jesus, in the form of a man, to
understand us and show us what He Himself is like and to bring us

to Himself.
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God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a
virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man
named Joseph.
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The angel said, "You will become pregnant and give birth to a
son. You are to name him Jesus. He will be the Son of the Most
High God and will rule forever."
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When the time was near for Mary to give birth, the Roman
government told everyone to go for a census to the town where
their ancestors had lived. Joseph and Mary had to make a long
journey from where they lived in Nazareth to Bethlehem because
their ancestor was David whose hometown was Bethlehem.
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When they arrived in Bethlehem, there was no place to stay. The
only room they could find was a place where animals stayed. The
baby was born there and his mother laid him in a feeding trough,
since they did not have a bed for him. They named him Jesus.
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That night, there were some shepherds in a nearby field guarding
their flocks. Suddenly, a shining angel appeared to them, and they
were terrified. The angel said, "Do not be afraid, because | have
some good news for you. The Messiah has been born in
Bethlehem! You will find him wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying
in a feeding trough."
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The shepherds soon arrived at the place where Jesus was and
they found him lying in a feeding trough, just as the angel had
told them. They were very excited. Mary was very happy, too.
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Sometime later, wise men from countries far to the east saw an
unusual star in the sky. They realized it meant a new king had
been born. So, they came to Bethlehem and found the house
where Jesus and his parents were staying.
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When the wise men saw Jesus with his mother, they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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