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Satvation for a Swindler

Zacchaeus, the man in our story,
was quite an infamous character,
especially when contrasted with
the many devoutly religious
figures who walked the streets of
Jericho, “the city of priests.”

He was the wealthy head of a
large office of government tax
collectors, and to the Jews, tax
collectors were the absolute
lowest of the low. Well known for
being cheaters, extortionists, and
robbers of the poor, these men
were also considered as traitors
to their brethren, since, though
they themselves were Jews, they
worked for the much-hated
government of Rome.

Zacchaeus was a man with
governmental authority to bleed
from the people as much tribute
as possible, and anything he
could gouge from them above
that went straight into his own
pocket.
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But one day something happened BE—K, BHFELKET,
that completely changed all this for T ALE &2 | #UZ.
Zacchaeus. He had already heard ZH Ui < HR R —
all about Jesus and the many 1, Fh AT I — 1) &R 3F,
miracles which He'd performed, yet SRS 5] fth 1) 2, HEfE
even more fascinating was the fact Rt —FERE 2 AE, 1

that Jesus was known to be a friend | 5400 A4, &R A

of tax collectors and sinners. In “«mm A IR . Bz F,
fact, one of B ik A< A
Jesus’ Own ey — 5
disciples, A, mpe s
Matthew, had 75 Lo 2y
one time B |
been a tax
collector! B2 A
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Zacchaeus

R
wondered. He - i
had no real o =
friends and more recently he’d M%{?ﬁ{i@%%%@?ﬁ’
begun to feel quite dissatisfied. FEB&I_@%ZIZ%@?FHH%E
He’d begun to realize that it took {WEFI ﬁgﬂ: F':D; Mf@'%\ﬁ
much more than wealth to bring %LM i ﬁ$s§£4m1§§$
true satisfaction. After all, he had EEE%EIEI%@{J{R%W‘HYWEo
practically everything money could XE’ 1‘%@%1}6?6%7@
buy, but something was missing. ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ H@*ﬁé$
— Exactly what, he wasn’t sure. Yy, SRl = AR
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Then one day Jesus passed INGEH—K, BBkt A F

through Jericho. When o HAROZ M 20 AE S IX A
Zacchaeus heard that He HIEE, AR 2O —YUIAE
was in town, he dropped MRS, SRR S L
everything, closed up his &8, SEHEE WAL, BRERLE
office, and hurried off to see — REEANAE], HERIEEE
for himself. WP K, H
A large N : IR
crowd with | o5 WOz,
Jesus in o 2 AR
their midst, NS
was already /N, BA
moving EY
slowly HWE
down the AN,
road, but

poor fh L1
Zacchaeus & 2|
was so short = ENEE
he couldn’t \ CiN 230

see a thing. P b
AR FEW ., JERERZ L 2

Quickly he spotted a large i, AR B BE MM _EE B

sycamore tree up ahead of Huzse A il T AN f

the crowd. As Jesus passed k83, Al NBE, eI

by, maybe he could see him eI I,

from that tree. Completely

forgetting about what people

would think of him,

Zacchaeus ran past the crowd

and scurried up into the tree.



When Jesus finally reached the
tree where Zacchaeus was, all of a
sudden He turned and looked up.
Drawing near and looking straight
up at Zacchaeus, Jesus called,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down.
| must stay at your house today!”

“Wha ... what did He say?”
Zacchaeus was shocked! “He called
me by my name! He wants to stay
at my house?” As Zacchaeus slid
down from the tree, it was hard to
believe that there hadn’t been
some sort of mistake. How could
Jesus have known his name? But as
soon as he realized that Jesus was
serious, he answered, “Why, this is
an honor! Please do come to my
house! You're so very welcome!”
And Zacchaeus joyfully escorted
Jesus to
his home.
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In that one moving meeting with ESHRERA | — IR

Jesus, Zacchaeus had found the S )G, Buzks 71
answer! Now wealth and KA LLRT FHRIE R,
possessions were not important. XA, R A A 1)
Excitedly, Zacchaeus declared, N ERAS R T .
“Jesus, right here and now | want WOZ P W E AT “HRER,
You to know that I’'ve made up my RAHER I E G AniE, R
mind! | am going to give to the ST EEERT., RE
poor one half of all that | own! And e — V)T iA ) — ik
to make amends for those whom | a3 NN T B R BRIKVE
have cheated or taken advantage I CGOPN S
of, | promise to restore unto them G NP IRARATI I 7]
four times more than | took from AT B VE B DY 15 22 B I
them!” What an amazing Y. 7 ZR—1M24HA
commitment, considering that that IV, DR 2 B B i
sum must have been very large! 5 H — € A8 24 K e !

This was the beginning of a new life X2z H L IT4R .
for Zacchaeus! No longer would he At A S LE A DY A e H: R

be indifferent to the people and AR, FEMERB
the World around him. Now, he CIWE, LTS
was going to take a personal EIIN, SRR HABA

interest in helping the needy. NI




Zacchaeus found that giving Uz KB zs G N2k

brought happiness and PROR AN A o 2y ) k2

satisfaction! He was learning the P ER SR T E T ) BB “oR
truth of Jesus’ Words: “Give and 1EE N, FLH LR

it will be given you.” e ”
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Dramatized Bible story Based on Luke 19:1-10. Art courtesy MMBOX
Productions/Microsoft clipart.
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