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My Captaiv

At the start of last year T set off on a journey. Sitting on a pier, breathing in the salty sea air, T felt
surges of both excitement and +repidation as my eyes scanned an ocean of time that stretched ahead.
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In the course of wmy \/OW@@ I sometimes Fac@d ‘l’(AVW\Oll amd ad\/@rsm TM@ ermmmse sea became a
churuivg, foaming expavnse of dark, anary waves. Stinging raiv and blustering winds battered wmy ship. But
there were also times of blessings and steady progress, when bright sunlight sparkled ow rolling waves and
gentle breezes carried my boat forward.




T didv't experievce these thivgs alone. Wy captaiv, Jesus, was with we. Together we faced each day.
Together we braved the storms of adversity. Together we langhed and enjoved the suushive. T knew Jesus
had a plan for our voyage and had charted the way.

SHill, there were times when T questioned His judgment, when | already felt weak and weary of the strugale
but wonld cateh sight of yet avother storm gatherivg on the horizown. "Jesus, must we go through more
hardship?" T wounld plead. "I You love me as much as Yo say You do, can't You make wy Voyage easier?”




With a swile, Jesus would softly reply, "I do
love you that much. T always have and
always will. Althongh everything around vyou
may seem rough and stormy right now, it is
only for a time. The sky will appear brighter
and wore beantiful after the storm. Just
hold Wy hawd, and T will see you through.
Look for the blessivgs that these storims
bring,”

The secret, T learned, was +o stay close to
Him until +he clouds cleared. Aud while T
waited, T discovered some wonderful thivgs.
His loving presevce became even more real
to e during those stormy days, and His
reassuring words gave e strevwath,
soothed my nerves, and allayed wy fears.
And those blessings He spoke of 7 As T
stand at the threshold of another new year,
T look back and see that those times of
testing engendered conrane, faith, and
hope—courage +o never give up despite
opposition and difficulties; faith anchored in
a love that will never let me down; and hope
m Jesus, who has a perfect plav not only for
my next vear, but for my whole life.
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