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An African Folktale




The story is told of an African king and his
close friend, who had grown up together. The
king’s friend had a habit of looking at every
situation positively and remarking, “This is
good!”

One day the king went on a hunting
expedition, and he gave his friend the job of
loading his guns and handing them to him.
Apparently the friend did something wrong
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at some point, because
one gun misfired and
blew the king’s thumb
off.

“This 1s good!” the
king’s friend remarked
as usual.

“No, this is not good!”
the king replied, and he
sent his friend to jail.
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About a year later, the king was hunting in —F 5, W EITE, HXKE
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They were about to set fire
to the wood, they noticed
that the king was missing
a thumb. The cannibals
had a superstition that
forbad them from eating

anyone who was less than A2 BN,
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As the king traveled home, he was reminded FhREE, HigkEHRIEHNL
of the event that had taken his thumb,andhe  Jj, st @ & 7 A0 B8 K .
regretted the way he had treated his friend. He A & L 2 W5 5k, FER AT H k.

went straight to the jail and released his friend.

“You were right,” the
king said. “It was good
that my thumb was
blown off.” And he
proceeded to tell his
friend about his brush
with death. “I am sorry
for sending you to jail
for so long,” he said.
“That was very bad of
me!”

“No,” his friend replied, “this 1s good!”
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“What do you mean, ‘This is good’? How W KA R E — &, XFHAT
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replied, “I would have been with you.” b, @iRAREMENEZ .7
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