The Woman at the Well
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A Retelling of John Chapter 4 / i H 28RS R U=

As Mara approached the well, she was
surprised to see a stranger sitting in the
shade nearby. She looked at him suspiciously
a couple of times. “Obviously a Jew,” she
thought. Hoping He wouldn’t bother her, she
prepared to lower her bucket into the well.

“Will you give me a drink?” Jesus asked.

Surprised, Mara looked at Him. Surprised
indeed, for according to Jewish tradition, it
was forbidden for a Jew to drink out of a
vessel that an “unclean” Samaritan—and
especially a Samaritan woman—had
touched.

“How is it that you, a Jew, ask me, a
Samaritan woman, for a drink?” she asked
rather curtly.
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Jesus replied, “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the
water that | give him shall never thirst. The water
that | shall give shall be in him a well of water
springing up to eternal life!”

Now here was an extraordinary statement,
Mara thought. Imagine!—Having an inner water
supply so she would never get thirsty again!

Suddenly an inspiration came to her! Here then
would be a good person to ask the most
controversial and disputed religious question of
the day!
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Sir,” she said, “l can see that you are a
Prophet.” She paused a second, then pointing up
to the Temple atop nearby Mount Gerizim said,
“Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but
you Jews claim that
Jerusalem is the
place where men N
ought to worship.”

Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe
Me, the time is
coming— and has
now come— when
the true worshippers
will worship the
Father in spirit and
in truth!”

Mara was
astonished at His
answer. “How
wonderful!” she thought. “If only it were true!—
If we could just worship God in our hearts
wherever we are!”
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Leaning up against the well, she said, “I know that
the Messiah is coming, which is called the Christ, the
Anointed One. When He is come, He will tell us
all things.”

Jesus looked into her eyes and said, “l Who speak to
you am He!”

Mara’s eyes opened wide! She looked at Jesus
startled. Could He...could He really be the Messiah, the
Christ? She jumped up, and leaving her water-pot, ran
back up the road toward the town a half-mile away.
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Many of the Samaritans of Sychar
gathered round to hear her tell her amazing
story. Seeing her conviction and enthusiasm
many of the people believed her, that the
man she had met at the well actually must
be the long-awaited Messiah!

It wasn’t long before Jesus saw a large
crowd of people rushing down the road from
the city toward them, the woman in their
midst, still talking excitedly. The crowd came
up and immediately began to urge Jesus to
stay with them in their city and teach them.
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On the last day, as Jesus and His Disciples EH AR, B ERAN ) T4 1R 1 &
were preparing to continue on their journey Ak 22 A AT AR NIRRT, BUINIA

to Galilee, a great multitude from the city — RNEEN BRIt TE ») . B,
gathered to bid them Lo HT HIS ik 78 1
farewell. Mara, her %, fEANFEHF
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the crowd to bid Him WEE, KahIiAE
goodbye. A smile of joy 564 I 1 HR &R 18
was on her face, for IAEFH 3 B i 1)
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meaning of His Words 1E 7 4 i R R A
that day at the well, T

and a spring of living
water now flowed in
her soul.
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