The Cheistmas Stae

Mexican legend has it that in the 16t century, a young
peasant child named Maria was distraught one
Christmas Eve, as she had no gift to lay before the altar
of the baby Jesus in her local village church. As she
walked to the chapel, saddened that her poverty
prevented her from making even the smallest offering,
her young cousin encouraged her that whatever she
gave from her heart, no matter how humble, would be
received by Jesus if it was offered in love.
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Ll‘ " ' V,' Encouraged by this thought, Maria raced
o | around the chapel, collecting weeds and
< lacing them together in a small bouquet. It
'\. wasn't much, she knew, but she prayed that |
\ her gift would convey all that she carried in
her heart.
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As she walked fo the altar to present her M S S im T 2, /ﬁ%’fﬁjﬁﬁ%l_,%ﬁ :

offeripg, she was scolde'd by some people who W G N E A, BT B B Bk A S
geetones e soop e et s [ L ST YRS g
= nonetheless to offer her little bouquet, Maria %@KL Q E‘IE(J/Q%EE’ ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ&iﬁﬁﬁ%&%
8 walked boldly to the front of the church, knelt, AT AE DS Eﬂé‘\ﬁﬁ? 4 ’I%HQEEEQE%%

: o L 2
and laid her bouquet by the nativity scene. VAL 175 55 i 7:7?
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According to the legend, the bouquet of weeds ﬁ%wﬁjﬁ[} Z, ﬁﬁé]: E]’ﬁ%%)\AE?EEP &
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had seen a Christmas miracle. Because of this :
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poinsettia became known in Mexico as "flor de TR A A4
4 Noche Buena," or "Christmas Eve flower."
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transform even our humblest efforts into BRI 2% S, AR KGRI A S, DLE
flaming flowers that proclaim His love. AR % o
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