Obstacles are for Overcoming
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We certainly don’t have to be limited by
problems! Look at all the men and women
throughout history who rose above
seemingly insurmountable odds to become
great. They had to fight harder to overcome
those obstacles, but in so doing they
became stronger.
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Thomas Edison failed hundreds of times
on his way to inventing the light bulb.
He was deaf when he invented

the phonograph.
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Being stone deaf didn’t stop Beethoven
from composing some of the most

beautiful music

music to this day.

ever written!

Ludwig van Beethoven was a German
composer and pianist whose works have had
a far reaching effect on the world of classical
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Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.), king
of Macedonia, is known as the conqueror
of the Persian Empire. His conquests
extended Greek influence as well as the
Greek civilization and language
throughout a Macedonian empire that
ranged as far east as northern India and
as far south and west as Egypt.

Alexander the Great was a hunchback.
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Helen Keller was deaf, dumb and blind,
but she learned not only to write but
to talk! She became a World famous
poet, writer and public speaker.
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Booker T. Washington was born a
slave and worked in coal mines and
salt mines before becoming an
educator, a spokesman for African
American causes, and founder of a
college for young African Americans.
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Jerome K. Jerome lost his father when
he was 12. At 14 he had to go to work to
support his mother and sister. His life
got even harder when his mother also
died, but eventually Jerome became a
writer, not of sad stories but of humor.
After such a hard beginning in life, he
said, “It is from the struggle, not the
victory, that we gain strength.”
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Wilma Rudolph weighed less than five
pounds at birth, and contracted
pneumonia, polio, and scarlet fever
when she was four. She couldn’t walk
until she was 11. Yet she believed she
could do something extraordinary, and
she did. At the age of 20 she was the
only athlete, male or female, to win
three gold medals at the 1960 Olympic
Games in Rome.
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A serious traffic accident forced an 18-year-old Spaniard
to abandon a promising career as a goalkeeper with the
professional football team Real Madrid. Instead he spent
nearly two years in a wheelchair. While hospitalized he
took an interest in music, and several years later he won
a national song contest with one of his own

compositions, “La Vida Sigue Igual” (Life Goes On). The

success led to his first recording contract and opened a
new career for Julio Iglesias.
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The only disability in life is a bad attitude.
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