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Tommy and the Apples

A family had a few apple trees at the bottom of
their garden. The trees yielded more fruit than
could be eaten immediately or given to
neighbors, so some needed to be stored for the
coming months.

Little Tommy was finally big
enough to help his mother store the
apples. They had been picked and
piled up in a basket with care, as
bruised apples will spoil. Now it was
time to transfer them to storage racks
In the cellar.
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Tommy, eager to help, put his arms around
a dozen shiny apples and tried to carry them
over to the rack. To his dismay, one by one the
apples dropped out of his arms until they were
all on the floor.

His mother wasn’t too worried. “Here, let
me show you,” she said gently as she put his

hands around one apple. “Take this one and
put it over there, and then come back and get
another one.”

We aren’t equipped to carry all of our
future cares at once, but we can if we face
each challenge as it comes.
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A Lesson with a Difference

A teacher took her primary school students
to the assembly hall for a lesson with a
difference. Standing at the foot of the steps
leading up to the stage, she asked, “Is
anybody good at jumping?”

Quite a few young hands shot up.

“Well,” she continued, “could any of you

jump from the floor here up onto the stage?”

S No hands went up this time.
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“I can,” said the teacher, “and I’ll show
you how.” Beginning at the foot of the
steps leading up to the stage, she hopped
onto the first step. From there she hopped
onto the second, and so on until she
reached the top.

Many things can only be accomplished
little by little, step by step. When a task
looks daunting or the way ahead too steep,
just take it one step at a time.
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The New Year is set before
us like an unwritten
volume, all of its pages
blank. Let us write upon
each day’s page things that
at the end of the year we
will look upon with
rejoicing rather than regret.
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Stories for children —
www.freekidstories.org

Art courtesy of Microsoft Clipart/Publicdomainpictures.net.

Life is like a box of chocolates.
Each chocolate is like a portion
of life. Some are crunchy, some
are nutty, some are sweet, some
are chewy, but all are delicious in
their own way. Without each one,
life would not be complete.
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