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Abraham lived around 2000
B.C. and is the ancestor of
both the Jews and the
Arabs. At a time when
polytheism—the belief in
multiple gods—was the
norm, Abraham became a
believer in the one and
unseen God. At the behest
of God he left his native
land in the area around
ancient Ur (in what is now
southern Iraq) and
journeyed to the land of
Canaan (modern Israel and

\‘ \

Palestine). e
- —e p— )
— = e
P e
w2
i i< ,.[\



JEE P AR Y AE A JU R 14005 /2
i, A A DL s N R B
TABATIAE IR R P AR AV
A, A g L)
NBEEFAE N XA R
AR, IXEL A YA AR
HELREAE—E, HLE
LA T R

Moses lived around 1400 B.C.
and led the Israelites out of
their bondage as slaves in
Egypt. Through him God
gave the Israelites the first
five books of the Bible that
contained the Law, a
mixture of both civil and
religious ordinances, by
which they were to be
governed.
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After the death of Moses,
Joshua became the leader of

the Israelites.
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Deborah was a prophetess and judge. She rallied and organized the army that freed
Israel from the occupying forces of Jabin, a Canaanite king.
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Gideon was a prophet and
leader of the ancient Jews. God
showed him how to overcome
an invading army that was a
hundred times larger than his
own army.
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David was the greatest king of ancient Israel and lived around 1000 B.C. Although a
man of force and faults, the Bible says of him that he was a man after God’s own
heart. He wrote many of the songs of praise that constitute the largest book of the
Bible, the book of Psalms.
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The great, brave and mighty prophet,
Elijah, was able to call down fire from
Heaven to confound the false prophets
of Baal and to prove that he was right!
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Jeremiah received
the call to
prophesy while
very young. Over
600 years before
Jesus was born,
the prophet
Jeremiah foresaw
a day when God
would make a new
covenant with His
people. Under this
new covenant,
God would write
His laws on
people’s hearts
rather than on
tablets of stone.
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Daniel was born around 620 BC. Together with other Jews of Royal blood, he was
carried to Babylon. He and his three friends were made wise men and counsellors of the
King.

Daniel lived at least 72 years in Babylon and his life there extended from the first year
of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar through the reigns of the succeeding five Babylonian
kings, past the Fall of Babylon into the Persian Empire, and through the reign of Darius
the Mede, and even unto the third year of Cyrus the Persian.
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Esther was a young Jewish girl
named Hadassah when she caught
the eye of the Persian king, Xerxes,
also known as Ahasuerus. After
becoming his queen, in a chilling
episode of court intrigue, Esther
risked her life to save her people
when the king’s corrupt minister,
Haman, ordered all the Jews in the
kingdom to be put to death.
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