Great Expectations
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The Bible tells of a time Jesus went
back to His hometown. | think it's
one of the saddest stories in the
Bible, pretty much summed up in
the final verse of the chapter: "He
did not do many mighty works
there, because of their unbelief
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These people knew Jesus. They had
watched Him grow up, and | guess they
didn't expect much from Him. So when

He came around after He'd been doing
miracles, they just couldn’t believe it. “Isn’t
this the carpenter’s son?"? they asked. It
seems to me they were saying, “We know
this guy. He's just a carpenter—it’s not
possible that He could be doing something
great. It's not like He's the son of God or
anything.”’
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Just as these people didn't believe in Jesus and His power,
we can also lack belief in ourselves and in how Jesus can
work through us. We hold ourselves back through
negative self-talk. Because we don't believe we're capable
of doing certain things, we often don’t even try.

How about you? Are you possibly hindering Jesus’ ability
to do something special—or even something you wish to
do but aren’t sure you can—in your life because of your
unbelief in His power to work through you? Have you told
yourself “I can't” so many times that you've stopped
believing that maybe you can?
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God has plans for
each one of us.
That's not something
in question. Maybe
the things He has
planned for you are
different than what
you'd expect; but if
you let Him, He'll use
you.
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An Olympic runner doesn’t go into a race

thinking that maybe he can win. He
certainly doesn’t go into it thinking that he
can't win. He sets his mind to win, and runs
as if the medal is already his. "Don’t you
realize that in a race everyone runs, but
only one person gets the prize? So run to
win!"3

If you know that God has great
expectations for you, you can start
expecting more of yourself. Take that first
scary step, and then keep on running.

—ALZ B IL 5 LB S — L
Fh, ASMOONE S RES . HE
AN MEIRA T o AN E D,
BRI BREM O LM 7. IR
JERE, fEisshly EAREAIANIRZ, Wk
BROAE A FrBL, ARITE AZF bR
k. 73

AN SRARFAIE b X URBHIERIR K, RARE
THaax | A E 2 . B IRFE

IS —20, RJERidkstm A,



1. Matthew 13:58
2.Matthew 13:55 NIV
3.1 Corinthians 9:24 NLT
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