Blble Stolies: Courage




David and Goliath

David was certainly the least likely candidate to face
the giant Goliath. He had no weapons training, no
battle skills, no giant-fighting history. On top of that,
he was just a scrawny teenager.

But did he let any of that stop him? Nope. Did he stop
when people laughed at him for offering to fight
Goliath? Did he stop when Goliath laughed at him?
Nope and nope.
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David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but | come to you in the name
of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. Today the Lord
will conquer you, and everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his people. This is the
Lord’s battle, and he will give you to us!”

As Goliath moved closer to attack, David
quickly ran out to meet him. Reaching into his
shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he
hurled it with his sling and hit the Philistine in
the forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath
stumbled and fell face down on the ground.
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Elijah Calls Down Fire from Heaven

Our story takes place in Israel, around 900
B.C. It was a sad and difficult time for the
nation, for she was suffering under the reign
of the worst king she'd ever had, Ahab! Ahab
was greatly influenced by his foreign-born
wife, Jezebel, and he adopted the religion of
Baalism as the official state religion.

God sent His prophet, Elijah, directly to
King Ahab with an ominous message: "As the
Lord lives, there shall be no dew nor rain
these years, except at my word!"
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After delivering this warning, Elijah fled deep into the
wilderness where he hid from the soldiers of Ahab. The Lord
directed him to an isolated canyon where there was a small
stream for him to drink from. God also commanded ravens
to bring pieces of bread and meat to him every day.

Later on, the Lord said to Elijah, “Go and present yourself
to King Ahab. Tell him that | will soon send rain!” So Elijah
went to appear before Ahab.

When Ahab saw Elijah, he exclaimed, "So, is it really you,
you troublemaker of Israel?” But Elijah replied, “I have made
no trouble for Israel. You and your family are the
troublemakers, for you refuse to obey the commands of the
Lord and have worshiped the images of Baal instead. Now
summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel."
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All the people of the kingdom of Israel came to Mount
Carmel. Elijah prepared a sacrifice to God. Then he told the
people to pour twelve huge pots of water on top of the
sacrifice until the meat, the wood, and even the ground around
the altar were completely wet.

Then Elijah prayed, “Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
show us today that you are the God of Israel and that | am your
servant. Answer me so that these people will know that you
are the true God."

Immediately, fire fell from the sky and burned up the meat,
the wood, the rocks, the dirt, and even the water that was
around the altar. When the people saw this, they fell on the
ground and said, “The Lord is God! The Lord is God!*“
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Peter’s Transformation

On the night of Jesus’ arrest, Peter vowed his loyalty, telling Jesus he would lay down his life for Him.
Jesus then answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? | tell you the truth, before the rooster
crows, you will disown me three times!”

That night, after Jesus was arrested. Peter fled. Then, when asked if he was a follower of Jesus, Peter
denied Him three times.
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For the next 40 days, after His resurrection from the dead,
Jesus walked among His disciples, encouraging their hearts and
explaining details of their mission now that He would be
leaving them. And on the fortieth day, just before returning to
Heaven, He told the disciples to return to Jerusalem, saying,
“Wait for the promise of the Father, until you are strengthened
with power from on High! You will receive power after the Holy
Spirit comes upon you, and you will be My witnesses!”
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About one week after Jesus had ascended to Heaven, Peter, along with the other disciples, were filled
with the Holy Spirit as they waited praying in an upper room in Jerusalem. On this day, Peter stood in
front of the crowds and boldly gave witness for the Lord, resulting in about 3,000 people receiving
salvation.
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In the days that followed, Peter and John faced
persecution from the same wicked religious
leaders who had crucified Jesus. But there was
no fear, no cowardice, no denial! Peter stood
before their councils testifying with such
unflinching courage and authority of the Spirit
that the Bible says, “When they saw

the boldness of Peter and John and realized that
they were uneducated, ordinary men, they were
astonished and they took note that these men
had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)
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Shipwreck

One of Paul’s greatest adventures happened on a boat making its way to Rome. Paul had been arrested and
was travelling to Rome to stand trial in front of the emperor.

At one time during the journey, a violent wind blew so strong that for several days they didn’t see the sun or
the stars. All the men were losing hope of surviving this storm, when Paul stood amongst them and said, “Be of
good courage! An angel of the Lord appeared to me and said that no life will be lost. Let’s eat and get our
strength back.”

And sure enough, though the boat suffered extensive damage, all crew and passengers were able to safely
reach the island of Malta and not one life was lost!
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