Biole Stories: Genecrosity




The Widow at Zarephath

God had sent a drought to punish Israel
for their wickedness, and the brook
nearby where the prophet Elijah had
been camping had dried up, as had his
food supply. God told him to travel to a
town called Zarephath where he would
meet a widow with a good heart and
faith in God who would provide for him
while he continued his ministry.
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As Elijah approached the city, he met a
woman gathering sticks by the town
gate and felt that she was the one God
had told him about. Tired and hungry,
he asked her for some water and a
piece of bread.

She stared at him in disbelief and
explained that she didn’t have any
bread left, and only enough flour and
oil to bake a last loaf for herself and her
son. She expected this would be their
final meal before starving to death.
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Elijah then asked an impossible favor of her:
“First, bake a loaf for me and then one for
your son and yourself.” Then he assured her
that God would bless this sacrificial and
unselfish deed: “There will always be flour and
olive oil left in your containers until the time
when the Lord sends rain and the crops grow
again!”

The widow did as Elijah requested, and sure
enough, the Bible records that from that point
on, her flour and oil never ran out, and there
was sufficient food for her and her son
throughout the famine. God kept His promise.
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Jesus feeds 5,000 people

Jesus went to a remote area to be alone, but the crowds heard where He was headed and followed on
foot from many towns. When Jesus saw the huge crowd, He had compassion on them and healed their
sick.

It was getting late in the day, and Jesus' disciples were concerned that the crowd did not have any food.
Jesus told His disciples to feed the crowd.
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Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said, “Here is a boy with five loaves of barley bread and two little
fish. But that is not enough for so many people.”

Jesus took the fish and loaves of bread and gave thanks for them. Then he gave them to the people
who were waiting to eat. Everyone at their fill; afterward, the disciples collected twelve baskets of
leftover food.
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1
l The Widow’s Offering

Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple

— and watched as the crowds dropped in their money. -
Many rich people put in large amounts.
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Then a poor widow
came and dropped in
two small coins. Jesus
called his disciples to
him and said, “This poor
widow has given more
than all the others who
are making
contributions. They
have plenty, and they
gave only what they did
not need. This woman is
very poor, but she gave
all she had.”
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Text from the Bible and Activated magazine. Used by permission.
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