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God, the great Creator, is a Spirit. He is all-powerful, all-knowing,
everywhere and in everything—far beyond our limited human
comprehension. So He sent Jesus, in the form of a man, to
understand us and show us what He Himself is like and to bring us
to Himself.
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God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a
virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man
named Joseph.
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The angel said, "You will become pregnant and give birth to a
son. You are to name him Jesus. He will be the Son of the Most
High God and will rule forever."
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When the time was near for Mary to give birth, the Roman
government told everyone to go for a census to the town where
their ancestors had lived. Joseph and Mary had to make a long
journey from where they lived in Nazareth to Bethlehem because
their ancestor was David whose hometown was Bethlehem.
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When they arrived in Bethlehem, there was no place to stay. The
only room they could find was a place where animals stayed. The
baby was born there and his mother laid him in a feeding trough,
since they did not have a bed for him. They named him Jesus.
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That night, there were some shepherds in a nearby field guarding
their flocks. Suddenly, a shining angel appeared to them, and they
were terrified. The angel said, "Do not be afraid, because | have
some good news for you. The Messiah has been born in
Bethlehem! You will find him wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying
in a feeding trough."
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The shepherds soon arrived at the place where Jesus was and
they found him lying in a feeding trough, just as the angel had
told them. They were very excited. Mary was very happy, too.
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Sometime later, wise men from countries far to the east saw an
unusual star in the sky. They realized it meant a new king had
been born. So, they came to Bethlehem and found the house
where Jesus and his parents were staying.
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When the wise men saw Jesus with his mother, they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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Where Jesus was Bo
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There's a beautiful legend that's never been told,

It may have been known to the wise men of old,
How three little children came early at dawn,

With hearts that were sad, to where Jesus was born.
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One could not see, one was too lame to play,
While the other, a mute, not a word could he say.
Yet led by His star, they came there to peep

At the little Lord Jesus, with eyes closed in sleep.
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But how could the Christ Child, so lovely and fair,
Not waken and smile when He heard the glad prayer
Of hope at His coming, of faith at His birth,

Of praise at His bringing God's peace to the earth?
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And then as the light softly came through the door,

The lad that was lame stood upright once more;

The child that was mute started sweetly to sing,

While the boy that was blind looked with joy on the King!
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in | Give Him?

RIS A4 ?

What can | give Him, as small as | am?
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If | were a shepherd, I'd give him a lamb.
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If | were a wise man, I'd do my part.
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| know what I'll give Him; I’ll give Him my heart.
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Jesus’ Christmas Wish List
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Since it's Jesus' birthday, it makes sense that we would want to give Him
something special, like we often give gifts to our loved ones or do
something special for them on their birthdays. But what do you give to
the King of the universe, the One who has everything? | was mulling over
that question when it occurred to me that we could simply ask Him what
He would like most from us. Here are six of His answers:
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The Gift of Love

At this special time when everyone likes to get together with those who
mean the most to them, | want to get together with you.

It doesn't have to be a big, elaborate thing. We can do whatever you'd
like, just so long as we're together, you and |. We can sit and chat, or we
can read something meaningful together. Or we can tell each other what
we love and appreciate about each other. These are some ideas of ways
you can show that you love Me and haven't forgotten whose birthday it is.
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The Gift of Giving

Christmas is a time of giving. It's when My Father gave His only begotten
Son, Me, to the world. It's when | came to earth that | might lay down My life
in order to give eternal life to all who would receive it. It's when people give
gifts to others in commemoration of the gifts that My Father and | gave them.

This Christmas, | ask you to give Me the gift of giving. Give to others, as you
would give to Me. Return My Father's goodwill by sharing some of your own.
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The Gift of a Thankful Heart

It brings Me joy to hear your thankful praises. Whenever something
happens that makes you happy or makes you feel loved, thank Me for that
gift. Then it will be a personal gift exchange between you and Me. | give
you blessings to make you happy, and you make Me happy by giving Me
thanks. As you continue to thank Me for everything, I'll give you more and
every day will be like Christmas.
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The Gift of Prayer

Put your love into action by praying for others, and | will more than repay.

If you don't know where to start, don't worry; | see your heart. If you
don't feel eloquent, don't worry; | see your heart. It's your love and concern
that moves My hand to meet the needs of those you pray for.

HE ALY

Jof AT, DUARAR AT E TS, TR A
RERMMTITGE, RHEG; REBIGREG. REREEORER
%, BEL; REBBRKG. ERNERCOHENRNTE,
Fe i SRR B 25 A 3 ﬂE:

£



The Gift of Forgiveness

Christmas is a wonderful time of year to make things right. And making
things right often starts with you taking the step to forgive someone, even
if you feel that the other person is the one who should be seeking
forgiveness. Has someone said or done something that has hurt you?
Forgive.
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The Gift of Sharing My Love

It has been rightly said that | have no hands but your hands, no feet but
your feet, no eyes but your eyes, and no mouth but yours. If you want to
give Me a truly wonderful gift this Christmas, lend Me the use of you. Let
Me fill you with My love, and then let that love flow through you to
others.
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The Reason for the Season
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Jesus was God’s gift to the whole world, and not just for Christmas,
but for every day, our whole lives through and beyond, for all

eternity. Christmas comes and goes, but Jesus never leaves the
heart.
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The Christmas story tells us that it’s okay to start small. Jesus
started as a tiny baby born in a stable, but He ended up at the right
hand of the throne of God. And because of Him, our small
beginnings will have greater ends in His eternal kingdom.
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Christmas is a state of mind. It’s happiness, thankfulness, love,
giving. Do those things, and every day can feel like Christmas.
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The Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide-open heart that
thinks of others first.
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The angels who sang praises on the night Jesus was born still
sing today. Their voices are drowned out some by the noise and
busyness of life, but if you take the time to listen carefully, you'll
hear them. Join them in singing praises to our heavenly Father.
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As you enjoy all the blessings of life this Christmas, stop and think
about what meager circumstances Jesus was born into. He had so
much, yet became so little. He became nothing so that we could
have everything. All that we have, we owe to Him.
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