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David and Goliath

David was certainly the least likely candidate to face
the giant Goliath. He had no weapons training, no
battle skills, no giant-fighting history. On top of that,
he was just a scrawny teenager.

But did he let any of that stop him? Nope. Did he stop
when people laughed at him for offering to fight
Goliath? Did he stop when Goliath laughed at him?
Nope and nope.
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David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but | come to you in the name
of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. Today the Lord
will conquer you, and everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his people. This is the
Lord’s battle, and he will give you to us!”

As Goliath moved closer to attack, David
quickly ran out to meet him. Reaching into his
shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he
hurled it with his sling and hit the Philistine in
the forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath
stumbled and fell face down on the ground.
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Elijah Calls Down Fire from Heaven

Elijah was a prophet when Ahab was
king over the kingdom of Israel. Ahab
was an evil man who encouraged
people to worship a false god named
Baal. Elijah said to Ahab, "There will be
no rain or dew in the kingdom of Israel
until I say so." This made King Ahab
very angry.
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God told Elijah to go to a stream in the wilderness to hide
from Ahab who wanted to kill him. Ahab and his army
looked for Elijah, but they could not find him.

After three and a half years, God told Elijah to return to
the kingdom of Israel and speak with Ahab. When Ahab
saw Elijah he said, "There you are, you troublemaker!"
Elijah replied to him, "You are the troublemaker! You have
abandoned the true God and worshiped Baal. Bring all the
people of the kingdom of Israel to Mount Carmel."
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All the people of the kingdom of Israel came to Mount
Carmel. Elijah prepared a sacrifice to God. Then he told the
people to pour twelve huge pots of water on top of the
sacrifice until the meat, the wood, and even the ground around
the altar were completely wet.

Then Elijah prayed, “Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
show us today that you are the God of Israel and that | am your
servant. Answer me so that these people will know that you
are the true God."

Immediately, fire fell from the sky and burned up the meat,
the wood, the rocks, the dirt, and even the water that was
around the altar. When the people saw this, they fell on the
ground and said, “The Lord is God! The Lord is God!“
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Peter’s Transformation

On the night of Jesus’ arrest, Peter vowed his loyalty, telling Jesus he would lay down his life for Him.
Jesus then answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? | tell you the truth,
before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!”

That night, after Jesus was arrested. Peter fled. Then, when asked if he was a follower of Jesus, Peter
denied Him three times.
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After His resurrection from the dead, Jesus walked among His
disciples, encouraging their hearts and explaining details of
their mission now that He would be leaving them.

Jesus also told them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father
sends you the gift he promised, as | told you before. In just a
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
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About one week after Jesus had ascended to Heaven, Peter, along with the other disciples, were filled
with the Holy Spirit as they waited praying in an upper room in Jerusalem. On this day, Peter stood in
front of the crowds and boldly gave witness for the Lord, resulting in about 3,000 people receiving
salvation.
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In the days that followed, Peter and John faced
persecution from the same wicked religious
leaders who had crucified Jesus. But there was no
fear, no cowardice, no denial! Peter stood before
their councils testifying with such unflinching
courage and authority of the Spirit that the Bible
says, “When they saw the boldness of Peter and
John and realized that they were uneducated,
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took
note that these men had been with Jesus.” (Acts
4:13)
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