Bible Stories: Overcoming @bstacles
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The Story of Job AL Sl &

Job feared God and avoided evil. He was Yl 4t 2 At I ANZ — . fhAE Ay, T
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Then one after
the other,
poor Job loses
his money, his
livestock, his
house, his
children, and

eventually his
health.
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Job had some good friends who came to see him in his misfortune. They found Job in his miserable
state and listened to his ranting about injustice: “I’'m a good guy! Why is God treating me this way?

This is so unfair!”

Finally, one of Job’s friends named Elihu tells him: “Hard times and trouble are God’s way of getting
our attention
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Job eventually enters into a good, long conversation with God where he realizes that no matter how
good he tries to be, or how closely he obeys God, he’s never going to know better than Him. God is a
lot bigger and wiser than he is, so he figures he’d better just trust Him. Eventually, God steps in and

rescues Job.
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The Lord’s Power

When Moses was called by God to
deliver his people from slavery in Egypt,
he initially tried to back out of it,
arguing with God that he was incapable
of such a monumental task.

Moses pleaded with the LorD, “O Lord,
I’'m not very good with words. | get
tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.”
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Then the LorD asked Moses, “Who makes a
person’s mouth? Who decides whether
people speak or do not speak, hear or do
not hear, see or do not see? Is it not |,

the LOrD? Now go! | will be with you as you
speak, and | will instruct you in what to

”

say.

In the end, Moses obeyed God and stood
up to the greatest and mightiest empire of
his day, winning freedom for his people.
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Jesus paid the price for our sins

The Jewish religious and civil leaders accused Jesus of blasphemy, decided He should be put to death,
and took Him to Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor in Judea. Pilate could find no reason to condemn
Jesus, but because he feared the hostile crowd that had gathered, he let the people decide Jesus' fate.
Provoked by their leaders, the crowd demanded, "Crucify him!"
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Jesus hung on the cross for six hours, during which
time soldiers gambled for His clothing and onlookers
shouted insults at Him. Nearly all His friends and
followers abandoned Him. Feeling utterly alone, He
cried out to His Father, "My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?" But as He died He declared, "It is
finished!" Our sins were atoned for. Salvation had
come.

Three days after His lifeless body was laid to rest in a
cold tomb, Jesus rose from the dead, the victor over
death and Hell forever!
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The Apostle Paul

The apostle Paul persecuted the followers of Christ until Jesus turned his life around and called him to
be His apostle to the non-Jewish world. It took some time for the other believers to recognize God’s
anointing on him and that he was indeed called to be an apostle, and he faced persecution from the
religious and civil authorities for the rest of his life. But he stuck to his task until he had evangelized
most of the Roman Empire of his day and changed the face of civilization.
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Paul and Silas at Philippi

When Paul freed a fortune-teller from the demon
that possessed her, the woman's irate masters
stirred up a mob against the Christian teachers,
dragged them before the local authorities, and
brought false charges against them. The officials
had them stripped, beaten, clamped in irons, and
tossed into prison, disregarding their rights as
Roman citizens. But around midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
other prisoners were listening.
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That night there was a massive earthquake that
shook the prison so violently that the walls
crumbled and the doors flew open. But after Paul
and Silas saved the jailer's life by not fleeing the
scene, the jailer took them to his own house, set a
meal before them, tended to their wounds, and
listened to what they had to say. That very night,
he and his entire household came to believe in
Jesus. The next morning Paul and Silas were
released from custody, with the apologies of the
court.
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