Bible Stories: Fongiveness




Joseph Forgives his Brothers

Of Jacob's 12 sons, Joseph was his father's favorite. Joseph's older brothers finally became so jealous of

him that they nearly killed him, threw him into a pit, and then sold him into slavery. The slave traders
then took Joseph to Egypt.
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One night, the Pharaoh, which is what the
Egyptians called their kings, had two dreams that
disturbed him greatly. None of his advisors could
tell him the meaning of the dreams.

God had given Joseph the ability to interpret
dreams, so Pharaoh had Joseph brought to him.
Joseph interpreted the dreams for him and said,
"God is going to send seven years of plentiful
harvests, followed by seven years of famine."
Pharaoh was so impressed with Joseph that he
appointed him to be the second most powerful
man in all of Egypt!
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Joseph told the people to
store up large amounts of
food during the seven
years of good harvests.
Then Joseph sold the food
to the people when the
seven years of famine
came so they would have
enough to eat.
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The famine was severe not only in Egypt, but also in Canaan where Jacob and his family lived. So Jacob
sent his older sons to Egypt to buy food. The brothers did not recognize Joseph when they stood before
him to buy food. But Joseph recognized them.
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After testing his brothers to see if they had changed, Joseph said to them, "I am your brother, Joseph!
Do not be afraid. You tried to do evil when you sold me as a slave, but God used the evil for good!
Come and live in Egypt so | can provide for you and your families."

Joseph forgave his brothers, because by then he understood that God had let him go through all those
difficulties for his own and their eventual good.
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The Story of Jonah

God told Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and warn the people that because of their great wickedness,
within 40 days their city was going to be destroyed. Jonah didn't even want to obey this prophecy at first
and tried to run away from God but finally decided to go to Nineveh and obey God's commandment.

Upon hearing Jonah's words of coming doom, the people of Nineveh believed God and proclaimed a fast
throughout the land, dressed in sackcloth, and truly repented.
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Because the people had repented, God did not
destroy Nineveh. But Jonah didn't seem to
grasp the point of God's forgiveness. He sat a
short distance from the city, waiting for God's
judgments to come down. When the
judgments did not arrive, he was dismayed.

Then the LorD said, “But Nineveh has more
than 120,000 people, not to mention all the
animals. Shouldn’t | feel sorry for such a great
city?”
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

One day a king decided to call in his officials
and ask them to give an account of what
they owed him.
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As he was doing this, one
official was brought in who
owed him sixty million silver
coins. But he didn’t have any
money to pay what he owed.
The king ordered him to be
sold, along with his wife and
children and all he owned, in
order to pay the debt.
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The official got down on his knees
and began begging, “Have pity on
me, and | will pay you every cent |
owe!” The king felt sorry for him
and let him go free. He even told
the official that he did not have to
pay back the money.
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As the official was leaving, he happened to meet
another official, who owed him a hundred silver coins.
So he grabbed the man by the throat. He started
choking him and said, “Pay me what you owe!”

The man got down on his knees and began begging,
“Have pity on me, and | will pay you back.” But the first
official refused to have pity. Instead, he went and had
the other official put in jail until he could pay what he
owed.
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When some other officials found out what
had happened, they told the king what the
first official did. The king called the first
official back in and said, “You’re an evil
man! When you begged for mercy, | said
you did not have to pay back a cent. Don’t
you think you should show pity to someone
else, as | did to you?” The king then
ordered the official to be punished until he
could pay back everything he owed.
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