The King and the Philosopher

Cineas was an ancient Greek politician and a friend of
King Pyrrhus of Epirus, considered one of the greatest
generals in antiquity. After spending decades securing
his own possessions, it was inevitable that the king
would turn his attention toward the new powers of
Rome and Carthage, to the west of Greece.

The story goes that Cineas tried to dissuade Pyrrhus
from sailing to Italy and urged him to be satisfied with
the possessions he already had. “Should the gods
permit us to overcome them,” Cineas asked, “how will
we profit from our victory?”
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KnuHen 6bin ApeBHErpeYecknm noaNTUKOM U
Apyrom uaps Muppa, cunmTaslierocs
BE/IMYANLLMM NOJIKOBOALEM APEBHOCTH.
YKpenuBLUNCb B CBOUX pyberkax, Lapb
HEMWHYemOo 0bpaTu/ B30Pbl Ha HOBblE
uapctea Puma u KapdareHa Ha 3anage ot
peumnn.

NereHpa rnacut, uto KnHen ctapanca
otrosopuTb lNnppa ot noxoaa Ha UTanuo n
ybexaan ero A40BObCTBOBATLCA TOM
TeppuTopmen, 4to ectb. OH cNpocun Laps:
«Ecnn no Bone 60roBs Tbl ogoneeLb UX,
Kakaa Ham byaeTt nonb3a ot nobeabl?»



“After we have conquered the Romans, no city in «Korga mbl nobegmm puMmnsaH, HU OQUH ropoa, B

all of Italy will be able to resist us.” NTannm He CMOXKeT YCTOATb Nepes Hamm».,

“And once we have ltaly, what next?” «A yto nocne Utanun?»

“Sicily is a wealthy island and should be easy to «Cnunnms — boraTbl OCTPOB, 3aXBaTUTb ero byaet
take,” said Pyrrhus. HECNO0XHO», — cKa3an MNunpp.

“Will that put an end to the war?” «W Ha 3TOM BOMHA 3aKOHYUTCA?»

“Of course not. Carthage would then be within «KoHeuHo, HeT. 1o KapdareHa byaeT pykoi nogathb.
reach,” said Pyrrhus. “After we have taken both Korga mbl 3axBatum Pym m

Rome and Carthage, who in the world would dare KapdareH, KTo Ha cBeTe pewmnTtca
oppose us?” NPOTMBOCTOATb HAM?» — CMPOCUN
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“And then what shall we do?”

“Then, my dear Cineas, we will relax, eat and
drink, and have pleasant conversation.”

Cineas delivered the point he was leading to:
“What is to stop us from doing that right now,
without causing further hardship to others or
to ourselves?”

«M 4yTO Mbl TOrga caenaem?»

«Toraa, mon aoporon KuHem, Mmbl OTAOXHEM,
nonupyem U BbiNbemM 3a NPUATHOM becenoiny».

KnHel noaBén pasroBop K 3a4yMaHHOMY BbIBOAY:
«A YTO HaM MeLLaeT 3aHATbCA 3TUM ceiyac, He
YTPY>KAas HU ceba, HU ApYrux?»




Pyrrhus and Cineas ended up sailing to Italy,
and unfortunately for them, despite several
successes—which gave rise to the term
“Pyrrhic victory,” for a victory that inflicts
such a devastating toll on the victor that it is
tantamount to defeat and damages long-term
progress—they never did gain that final peace
the king referred to.

It’s easy to miss the chance to appreciate and
enjoy our current blessings and to instead get
so busy pursuing earthly goals that we lose

sight of the kingdom of God and the things that

will truly bring peace and contentment. May
the story of King Pyrrhus serve as a life lesson
to us all about investing in the things
that truly matter.

Mnpp ¢ KuHeem B UTOre BCE-TAaKM NPOBEJIN BOEHHYIO
KamnaHuto B Tannm, u, HECMOTPA Ha HECKOJTbKO
Cpa*keHwui, bnarogapsa KOTOPbIM BO3HUKIO BblpaXKeHue
«Mnpposa nobega», 4to 3Ha4YUT Nobeaa, NpPUHECLLAA
NOTEepPU KaK Npu NoparkeHun, Koraa HEBO3MOXKHO
AaNblle HACTYNaTb, OHW TaK U He f0bUAMCb NOKOA U
OTAbIXa, O KOTOPbIX BEN peyb uapb.

J1erko ynyctuTb LWAHC NOPaAoBaTbCA HbIHELWHUM
61arocnoBeHUAM, MOrHaTbCA 38 MUPCKUMU LIEIAMU U B
ntore 3abbiTb 0 Boxbem LlapcTse 1 0 TOM, YTO HECET
NCTUHHOE HacnaXKaeHue u nokon. Myctb nctopua Laps
Muppa NoCAy>KNT HAM HaNOMMUHAHMUEM O TOM, YTO
TPaTUTb BPEMSA U CU/bI HY}KHO Ha TO, YTO NO-
HaCTOALLEMY Ba*KHO.
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