Christmas Around the World

PoXAecTBO BO BCeM MHUpe

Christmas is a time of joy and

help

R *

~ celebration. Many countries have
~unique customs and traditions that

make this a happy season.

war

PoXaecTBo — nopa pagocTu n Topxecrtsa. Bo
MHOIMX CTPaHaX CyLWeCTBYIOT YHUKaNbHble
obbl4an 1 TPaANLUMK AN CO34aHUA NPA3AHUYHOM
atmocdepbl.




In Mexico, starting nine days before
Christmas Day, children go through their
neighborhoods reenacting Joseph and
Mary's search for lodgings. Two children
carrying figures of Joseph and Mary lead a
procession to a particular house singing
Christmas carols as they go. They knock on
the door and ask for a room. At first they
are refused, but then they are allowed in. A
feast and celebration follow. Blindfolded
children enjoy using a stick to try to break
the pifata, a large brightly decorated paper
figure hung from the ceiling and containing
candy or small gifts.

B MekcuKe 3a 0esameb OHeli 0o Poxcdecmea demu
npoxodam ro cocedam, Kak Mapus u Mocug 8 nouckax
Houneza. [leoe 0emeli Hecym cmamyamku Mocugha u
Mapuu 80 2nase npoyeccuu, pacrnesas poroecmseHCKue
Kona0ku. OHU cmy4yam 8 08epu U rpocam nycmume ux
nepeHo4yesams. CHa4asa um OMKa3ei8aH0OM, HO MOMOM
NycKarom 8 0om, 20e Ux HOEm HaKpbIimMbil MPa3o0HUYHbIU
cmon u gecesnbe. C 3a8A30HHbIMU 2/a03amMu 0emu
neimaromca pazbume nasakamu nuHeamy, boaswyro uaypy
U3 nanee-mauwe, Mnoo08eweHHy K MomosKy U HanoaHeHHYH
KOHhemamu u cyseHuUpamu.



In Scotland, on the night after
Christmas, boxes of food are
wrapped and given to the poor.

B lllomaaHOuU, 8 HO4Yb nocre
Poxcdecmea, dapsam 6edHbIm
YyNaKOBAHHbIE KOPOOKU C
nMpPooyKmMamu.

In Ireland, a candle is lit and put in the window on
Christmas Eve to welcome any weary travelers.

B UpnaHOuu 3axcu2arom cgeyvy u cmassim Ha OKHO 8
co4YesnbHUK, Ymobbl npuz2aacumes 8 20Cmu ycmaribix
nymHuUKos.



In Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus, some
Orthodox Christians fast during a
period before Christmas. Then, at the
sight of the first star in the sky on
Christmas Eve, a 12-course supper
begins.

B Poccuu, YkpauHe u benapycu
HeKomopble npasocsa8Hble
nocmsamcsa 40 OHel nepeod
Poxt0ecmeom. B coyesnbHUK, K020a Ha
Hebe noaenaemcs nepsas 38e30a, ece
npucmynarom K yxcuHy u3 12 6a00.

In Greece, children go from house to house on
Christmas Eve, knocking on doors and singing
songs that herald the arrival of the Christ Child.

B peyuu 0emu xo0am no 00OMam 8 COYEsIbHUK U
oM fecHu, 8o3sew,aroujue noAsaeHuUe Ha
ceem maadeHya Xpucma.



In Ethiopia, members of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church celebrate Christmas
on January 6, following the ancient
Roman calendar.

B 3¢puonuu npuxorcaHe npasocnasHol
uepKeu rpa3oHyrom Poxcdecmso c 6
Ha 7 AHBAPA M0 OpesHePUMCKOMY
KasneHoapio.
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In southern India, Christians decorate their
houses with clay lamps at night.

Ha roee MHOuu xpucmuaHe seyepom 8
Poxc0ecmeo yKpawarom 0oma 2AUHAHbIMU
Aamnaoamul.



Americans decorate their houses with
brightly colored lights. In some parts of
the country they also line the streets
with candles.

AMepuKaHybl ykpawarom ooma
Pa3HOU8EMHbLIMU 3/1€KMpPUYeCKUMU
2upnaHoamu. B Hekomopbix wmamax
800716 YUY 8bICMABAAIOM 3AHHEHHbIE
ceeyu.

In the Philippines, Christmas carols start filling
the airwaves as early as September.

Ha ®ununnuHax yxce 8 ceHmaAbpe no paouo
HAYUHAaOmM uepame poxoecmeeHcKue
KO/A0KU.




Throughout Norway, people ring in
Christmas by ringing bells at 5 pm on
Christmas Eve.

B Hopsezauu no0u Ha4yuHarom
380HUM®b 8 KOs10KoAa 8 17:00 8
covyesnbHUK, Ymobbl scmpemume
Poxcdecmeo.

In many countries, nativity scenes are
displayed to remind everyone of the birth of
Jesus. In Italy, the family prays as the mother
puts the figure of the Christ Child (Bambino) in
the manger.

Bo MHo2ux cmpaHax 110U 8bIcmasniaom
gepmernibl, Ymobbl HAMOMHUMb 8CEM O
poxcdeHuu Nucyca. B Umanuu cembu
MOAMCA, K020a Mameo 8blKaadbieaem
dhueypKy maadeHya Xpucma 8 Acnu.



And there is the Christmas tree, of course. There is
considerable speculation as to how and when the
evergreen became a symbol of Christmas, but many
believe it can be traced to medieval Germany, where
the Paradeisbaum, or Paradise tree, a type of
evergreen, was decorated with red apples and used in
a popular play about Adam and Eve that was put on at
Christmastime, which ended with the promise of the
coming Savior. The fact that the tree is always green
symbolizes the eternal life that Jesus promises those
who believe in Him. Just as the evergreen thrives even
in winter, so Christ was triumphant over death.

U, KoHe4YHo, Henb3Aa 3abbieamMb 0 porcdecmeeHcKol
énke. Cyuecmayem MHOXeCcmaeo gepculi Ha memy,
rno4yemy U KaK 8e4Ho3enEHoe 0epeso Cmaso CUMB0OM
Poxtdecmesa, Ho MHoO2ue cHumarom, 4mo asma
mpaouyusa socxooum K cpedHesekosol lepmaHuu, ede
A00U yKpawanu «patickoe oepeso» (Paradeisbaum),
00UH U3 8U008 X80LliHbIX Oepesbes, KPACHbIMU
A6710Kamu u passiepbieanu cueHKy o6 Adame u Ege 8
Poxcdecmeo, 3akaHYuBasA eé obewaHuem npuxooa
Meccuu. BeuHo3enéHoe Oepeso cumsoausupyem
8E€YHYI0 ¥ U3Hb, KOmopyto obewan Nucyc sepyrouwum 8
Hezo. Kak xe8oliHbie 0epesba ocmaromcs 3en1EHbIMU
oaxce 3umoli, mak Xpucmoc mopxecmayem Hao
cCMepmolio.




Perhaps the most widespread of all Christmas traditions—the giving of gifts to loved ones—has its roots
in the gifts the wise men presented to Jesus. They had seen a sign in the heavens that signaled the
Messiah’s birth, and they went to worship Him and presented His family with gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. The gift of gold signified His royalty. The gift of frankincense signified His divinity. It was an
aromatic resin from which incense and perfume fit for kings were made. Myrrh, the third gift, was
another aromatic resin, from which perfume was made to embalm the dead. This signified Jesus’
humanity and that He would die for us. Jesus’ birth, suffering, death, and glory were all revealed in the
wise men’s gifts.

Bo3moxHO, camaa pacrnpocmpaHEHHAA U3
poxcoecmeeHCKUX mpaouyuli — oapume
nooapKu b6sU3KUM — 80Ccxo0um K 0apam
gos1x808 Nucycy. OHU ygudenu 3HameHue Ha
Hebe o poxdeHuu Meccuu, u omnpaguAUChb
MOKAOHUMbCA EMy u npuHecmu 8 dap 30/0Mo,
A1a0aH u cMupHy. 3010mo b6bino cumeonom Ezo
yapcmeeHHocmu. J/ladaH 6bia cumeonom Ezo
b6oxcecmeeHHOoCMU. Mo apoMamuYecKas
cmorna, u3 Komopol oenanu 61a2080HUA 045
uapet. CmupHa, mpemuti 0ap, beina
apomamuyecKol cmosol 014
b6ans3amuposaHusa ymepuiux. OHa bbina
cumeosiom YyenoseyHocmu Mucyca u Ezo
cmepmu 3a Hac. PoxcoeHue Nucyca, Ezo
CmMpadaHusa, CMepMb U €180 OMPAXASUCH 8
dapax 80s1x808.




But why all these traditions? Let's travel back to the
first Christmas Eve, where some shepherds are taking
care of their flocks on a hillside near Bethlehem. A
bright light bursts forth and angels announce the birth
of Jesus in song. The shepherds are so excited that
they run and tell everyone they can about what just
happened. Imagine the joy that Mary and Joseph
experience when they hold God's Son in their arms!
That same unspeakable joy can still be felt today by all
those who open their hearts to receive God's love in
Jesus.

Ho 055 ye20 HyxHbI 8ce amu mpaduyuu? [asatime
B8EPHEMCA K NepB8oMy CO4esibHUKY, Ko20a nacmyxu
nacau cmaoo osey Hernoodanéky om Bugneema. Hebo
03apusoCb APKUM CBEMOM, U aHaesbl 8ocriesnu
poxcdeHue Uucyca. NMacmyxu Ha padocmsax nobexcanu
U pacckasasnu ecem 80KpPy2, Ymo npou3ouwio.
lMpedcmasbme cebe padocms Mapuu u Uocudpa,
Ko20a OHU 838U Ha pyKu boxcbez2o CoiHa! Ta xee
Heu3pe4yéHHAsA PadoCcmb 0X8aMblBAEM HbIHYE BCEX,
KMo omkpbln cepoya u rnpuHan oap boxeel nobsu 8
Uucyce.
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