\ The display cases at a pottery HepaBHO A nobbiBana Ha BbiCTaBke

exhibition | visited recently were filled kKepaMmuku. CKOAbKO TaM Ob110 3KCMOHATOB
with items, large and small, some — BONBLUINX N MaNE€HbKMX, MOE3HbIX B
functional and some decorative, but XO3AUCTBE U YNCTO LEKOPATUBHbIX, HO

all crafted with care. Practical coffee HEU3MEHHO M3blCKaHHbIX! [MpakTUyHbIe
sets and elegant vases, ordinary fruit KOdelrHble CEPBU3bI U 31E€raHTHbIE Ba3bl,
bowls and intricate ornaments, APOCTble GPYKTOBHULLbI 1 CIOXKHbIE

plaques and plates and figurines, KOMMO3ULMN, AEKOPATUBHbIE TAPENKU U
mugs and jugs, jam jars and soup CEPBUPOBOYHbIE BAtOAA, CTAaTYy3TKMK,

tureens, teapots, coffeepots, and 6oKasbl, KyBLUNHbI, BA30YKN AN BAPEHbS,

sugar bowls—each item spoke of its . CYMHWULbI, YaNHUKK, KODPENHNKMN,

creator's passion and attention to CaxapHWLbl — B KaXKAOM NpeameTe

detail. The art of fashioning clay into YUTaANOCh YecToNobne n 4OTOLWHOCTb
bricks, tiles, or porcelain objects is XYAOXHMKA. YMeEHWe npeBpaLatb r1HY B
one of the oldest known to the KUpNuY, B NANTKY 1 GasHC — O4HO M3
human race. APEBHENLLMX pEMECEN.




Each item started off as a lump of clay, more or less. What
made the difference? A pair of skillful hands, to be sure,
but more than that: a purpose and a design. Will this item
be a slender vase to display bouquets of flowers, or a set
of dishes? Will the craftsman fashion a tiny pitcher to pour
cream for coffee, or a large jar for pickling vegetables?

God is a potter. We are the clay vessels of His design. He
fashioned each of us to be a unique vessel for a unique
purpose. He knew exactly where to place each part, each
handle, and each spout. He knew which areas needed to
be solid and strong.

A 8e0db k020a-mo kaxaeil U3 smux s3KkcnhoHamos 6ei1
KYCKOM 2/1uHbl. Ymo usmeHus10 e2o? KoHe4yHo, napa
ymesoix pyk. Ho 6b110 u Heumo bosibwiee: npedHasHa4yeHue
u asmopckul 3ameices. Ymo smo bydem — uzauwjHasa easa
0/1 ysemos usiu cmoJ108bIU cepau3? Kpowe4yHeiu
C/IUBOYHUK UAU X6aH 015 coneHuu?

boe — 2oH4ap; mel — uzzomosieHHoele VIm cocyOel. Kaxeiu
Henos8mMopum, Kaxxobil co30aH ¢ 8nNoJIHe onpedenéHHoU
yesnero. loH4Yap 3Haem, Kyda kpenume demasu, 3Haem, 20e
domkHa 6bime pyyka, a 20e Hocuk. OH 3Haem, 8 KaKkoM
mMecme 2/1uHa 00/kKHA bbime Kpenye.



No matter how inadequate | feel, and how
many talents and qualities | lack, God knew
what | would need for the purpose He
created me to fulfill, my destiny. To
grumble about or belittle what He has
given me is as ridiculous as the fruit bowl
lamenting, "I'm missing a spout,” or the
vase complaining, "I'm too tall," or the
teapot moaning, "I'm just too fat." And
what about the plate? Would he gripe,
"Why am | so flat and plain?" No, each of
these items is designed to fulfill its
function.

Kakou bbl Heymexou 51 ceba nopou Hu
cyumasna, o Kakux maiaHmax u
kayecmeax HU medmana 6el, boz 3Ha,
4mo NomMoxxem MHe 00CMuU2HyMb
nocmasseHHou Vim uenu — 3Han, u
CHaboOus meHsA sceM He0bX0O0UMBbIM.
Cemosame Ha mo, ymo OH MHe 0aJ,

661710 ObI 2/1yN0 — HE Xaslyemcs e MUcKa
Ha omcymcmaeue HOCUKA UJIU 8a3a HA ceol
pasmep. [ogopum au 4alHUK: «A cauwWKoM
moJsicm», npuyumaem au mapeska: «Hy,
noyemy 8 Makas HeB3PAYHAS U NJOCKASA?»
Hem — 8edb kax0bIl u3 smux npedmemos
UCNoJIb3yemcs N0 Ha3HAa4YeHUuro.




| saw some beautiful examples of pottery
at the exhibition, but when | got home, |
didn't regret not owning any of them. |
was happy to pick up my old favorite
coffee mug, which faithfully fulfills its
purpose each day.

| have a feeling that's how God sees us.
He made us and equipped us for what He
wants us to be and do in this life, and
nothing pleases Him more than seeing us
live up to that potential.

MHe MHo20e noHpasu10Cb Ha 8biIcCMaske.
Zoma y MeHs HU4e20 makozo Hem, —d A U
He xanero. MHe enosiHe xeamaem
Ar0bumol kogpelHOU Yawku, Komopas
8EpPHO C/1y>KUM MHe U30 OHA 8 JeHe.

[lonaearo, uMeHHO mak u sudum Hac boe.
OH comeopus Hac, cHabous scem
HeobxoO0umbim 0418 ucnosiHeHus Ezo
3ameica — u Hem 0158 Hezo bosabuwiel
padocmu, Yem sudems, KAk
packpeieaemcs Haw NOMeHYyuaJn.
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